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Sedimentary processes and sedimentology help test
whether coastal archaeological artefact scatters are
underwater and in situ, NW Australia

Thousands of Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH) sites have been documented in the
world but until recently, none on Australia's inner shelf. Starting in 2019, a series of
publications have described the first Australian in-situ UCH sites in the Dampier
Archipelago, arguing that the stone artefact scatters are underwater, (some) are in
situ, are at least 7000 years old, and are now submerged because of post-glacial sea-
level rise.

This talk analyses these claims using a sedimentological approach, arriving at a
reassessment of the sites' sedimentary settings and therefore the significance of the
archaeological finds. The finds are clearly lithic cultural artefacts, but the arguments
for their sites being of primary context and reflecting early Holocene land surfaces are
mistaken. Rather, these sites occur in the intertidal zone, and many or all artefacts
are likely to have been reworked.

Such sites of secondary context, if treated appropriately, can inform our
understanding of site-formation process and change, and may support more
powerful contributions to submerged archaeology than attempts to seek the first or
the oldest.

The work will be published in Geoarchaeology shortly.

20 June, 10:00 am CEST (Rome Time)

Scan the QR code or click the following link to
JOIN THE LECTURE:

.::: o https://teams.microsoft.com/I/meetup-

* 2* join/19%3ameeting ODVIiZDYyNWItNmUxZS00Mzc 5L Tk4 MDMt
Y
.OI.

ZGYyYTQOZDdINzBI%40thread.v2/02context=%7b%22Tid%22%
2 30%22017e16ae-f415-418d-9af0-
a21b57cd448e%22%2c%220id%22%3a%22a1017122-4a58-

v 499e-bc56-57e9c3eaf038%22%7d



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_ODViZDYyNWItNmUxZS00Mzc5LTk4MDMtZGYyYTQ0ZDdlNzBi@thread.v2/0?context={"Tid":"017e16ae-f415-4f8d-9af0-a21b57cd448e","Oid":"a1017122-4a58-499e-bc56-57e9c3eaf038"}
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODViZDYyNWItNmUxZS00Mzc5LTk4MDMtZGYyYTQ0ZDdlNzBi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22017e16ae-f415-4f8d-9af0-a21b57cd448e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a1017122-4a58-499e-bc56-57e9c3eaf038%22%7d

